WHISTLEBLOWER
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE FARNHAM & DISTRICT MODEL RAILWAY CLUB
13 December 2020 – Special Edition No 20

FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK
A few months ago, in a moment of madness, I let slip that if no one else put their name
forward I would accept a nomination to be the next Chairman. A few months have now
passed and following last Wednesdays virtual AGM I find myself duly elected.
I would like to start with some words of thanks. Firstly, to our outgoing Chairman and
Treasurer. Richard has done an excellent job as Chairman and I feel sorry that COVID has
resulted in his tenure coming to an end in circumstances none of foresaw a year or so ago.
Martin, our Treasurer, has kept a firm grip on our accounts and presented them to us every
year in an easy to understand format. In particular, I would like to thank him for introducing
electronic payments for our annual subscriptions and the payment of expenses. It is so
much easier than having to process numerous cheques. I would also like to mention Andrew
Wrobell who has valiantly agreed to serve a 4th year as our Club Secretary as no one
volunteered for the role. Please bear in mind that he will have to stand down at the end of
2021 and we will definitely need someone to take over.
Much as I would like to, I cannot say when club activities will return to normal. We are told
that things will be back to normal after Easter but we have been told so many things recently
that have failed to happen that I take that statement with a large pinch of salt. If Waverley
and the immediate surrounding District Authorities are placed into Level 1 it may be possible
to open the club on a limited basis as we were able to before the recent lockdown.
In the meantime, we will continue to produce Whistleblower on a fortnightly basis (thank you
Jon) so please do keep up a flow of articles on a railway or a railway modelling theme plus
any other items you consider may be of interest to your fellow members. We will also
continue with Zoom meetings on roughly a monthly basis and the club Google group. Thank
you to those who make these happen.
It has been a very interesting year from a railway modelling point of view. Whilst club
activities and exhibitions have been severely curtailed our model suppliers are in many
cases reporting record levels of business which obviously reflects the number of modellers
forced to stay at home and looking for projects to occupy their time. Lots of new models
have been released and I find it very interesting to note the number of newcomers to the
market in a variety of gauges. Unfortunately, prices are rising rapidly due to a number of
factors and it remains to be seen what effect Brexit may or may not have.
I think that is probably enough from me for the moment so I will take the opportunity to wish
you all and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and I hope those
advertisements you left lying around with an item underlined come to fruition!
Mike Le Marie
Chairman
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to this Christmas Edition of Whistleblower. This has been an important week for
the Club’s calendar. Firstly, we have had the AGM that was run virtually on Zoom and passed
without a hitch; indeed, I think it was all over within 15 minutes which had to be a bonus.
Arising from the AGM was the vote that Mike Le Marie should take over as our new Chairman
to follow on from Richard Puddephatt. Welcome to Mike and many thanks to Richard for his
leadership and support to the membership.
In addition, we had the results of the Club’s 2020 Modelling Competition, details are listed
below.
I intend to push out the final Edition of Whistleblower for 2020 on Sunday 27 December and
would welcome your inputs by the Saturday 26 December, which is of course Boxing Day.
However, as this is immediately after the Christmas festivities, please forgive me if the actual
circulation is a couple of days late…….….
Best wishes for the Festive Season
Jon Faulconer

ZOOM CALL – SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER 1500 – Julian Evison
The committee asked me to set up the next Zoom meeting for just before Xmas when,
hopefully, we will all have got over the AGM!
Here are the details:
Topic: F&DMRC Club Zoom Meeting
Time: Dec 20, 2020 15:00 London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us
%2Fj%2F7862331543%3Fpwd%3DVUcrY3l5TURWTHVkem1KVVA4Tml3Zz09&amp;data
=04%7C01%7C%7C3b9cdbcd5645416737b208d894866c2e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aa
aaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637422652342266915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
JWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&
amp;sdata=A1bz%2FnFPOnD4d1lf5tXziVM32zAQ9rIpufxqxInKLCM%3D&amp;reserved=
0
Meeting ID: 786 233 1543
Passcode: Farnham
If you wish to dial in, phone 0203 481 5237
Meeting ID: 786 233 1543
Passcode: 5837533
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F&DRMC MODELLING COMPETITION 2020 – RESULTS
The 2020 Modelling Competition had to be run this year on a virtual basis with
entrants submitting photographs of their models for the various competition
Classes. It was from these pictures that Club members were able to judge
the models on-line. As always, standards were high once more this year and
the winners were announced at the virtual AGM on Wednesday 9 December.
Below are the 2020 Winning Entries:

Class A – N/2mm locos and rolling stock:
WINNER Noel Leaver – LMS 6-Wheel Milk/Fruit van

This Laser cut wood kit from
Osborn’s Models

Class B – 4mm (OO/EM/P4) locos and rolling stock
WINNER Jim Wheaton – GWR 3232 Class 2-4-0

The loco is a GWR 3232 class 2-4-0
from a Finney kit, as running c1908
built and painted by myself.
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Class C – 7mm locos and rolling stock
WINNER Ian George – ex-LMS Stove R
Built from a Westdale kit, painted with a
Halfords “Rover Damask Red” rattle can
to represent BR maroon, weathered
using dry brushing and powders , and
finished with a light spray of Dullcote.

The chassis is fitted with a set of
compensated suspension units built
from a Connoisseur kit to avoid
possible running issues with a lwb 6
wheeler.

Class D – OO9 locos and rolling stock
WINNER Alex Holt – Narrow Gauge NCB Centre Cab Diesel
This model is a 3D printed body kit on a Kato 11104 Chassis. I’ve added steps, an exhaust, a
hand brake and a driver to improve the kit.

The kit has been painted in Olive Green with
yellow warning panels on the end and finished
off with some Planet Industrials NCB
transfers.
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Class E – Other scales, locos and rolling stock
WINNER Chris Webster – Pair of 16mm/ft scale Darjeeling & Himalayan Railway 1st
& 3rd Class coaches
The coaches are both built from commercial laser cut
wood kits. Beading to panels has been added using
half round styrene mouldings and the roofs have
been “canvassed” with cotton cloth.
Couplings and axle boxes are resin castings from my
own masters/moulds. The brake operating gear is all
scratch built from brass as are the various safety
chains and
other
fittings. The door and grab handles are also
homemade with those on the 3rd class coach being
formed and assembled using jigs to ensure
consistency.
They are finished in 1920’s livery with full interior
detail (including padded seats and curtains in first
class – naturally) and a complement of period
appropriate Indian/European passengers.

Class F – Trackside/scenic feature (any scale)
WINNER Peter Lawrence – End of the yard

A diorama modelling the end of a
goods yard in 7mm scale.
Wagons are plastic kits from
Slaters and Parkside; the
shunter’s hut is a laser cut kit
from Intentio; the horse and cart
are Langley Miniature Models.
Scenic materials from Peco,
Woodland Scenics and others.
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Finally, there are 2 other awards:
The Young Modeller’s Trophy goes to Alex Holt for his Narrow Gauge NCB Centre
Cab Diesel in Class D.
The Overall Winner was Chris Webster’s excellent pair of 16mm/ft scale Darjeeling
and Himalayan Railway 1st in Class E

SIMPLE ALUMINIUM CASSETTES FOR 009 – Julian Evison
It can't have escaped any club member that the 009 group has adopted a modular system
for their layouts. My own contribution, called 'Selborne' fits into this. However, when it is not
hooked up to other modules I want to have a fiddle yard. For me, the most space efficient
way of doing this is to use cassettes, but what type? I am also a member of a group called
Wessex Narrow Gauge Modellers and in one of the recent Zoom calls Tim, a member,
explained the system he uses which works nicely and is relatively simple to construct. This
is my version.
First, I will deal with the cassettes before moving on to the fiddle yard baseboard. These are
simply pieces of 15mm by 15mm aluminium angle, 2mm thick held 9mm apart by a length
of 3mm thick plywood of the same overall width. I found a firm called Aluminium Warehouse
in Hertfordshire which not only supplies the angle but will cut it into precise lengths too with
a tolerance of +/- 0.5mm. In my case the length is 475mm. The plywood is the about 60% of
the length of the aluminium for reasons that will become clear later.
To make the cassettes, I stuck one down one piece of angle using impact adhesive
(Evostick), making sure the edge of the aluminium
matched the edge of the plywood. I then placed the
Tracksetta on the plywood followed by the second
aluminium angle and drew a line where the two
met. I then put on the Evostick taking care to keep
it behind the line, allowed it to go dryish (5-10 mins)
and then put back the Tracksetta and carefully
placed the aluminium angle. I had no problems with
the Tracksetta sticking to the plywood because there was no chance that the thin adhesive
layer could 'splurge' out as I placed the angle as it was nearly dry. Applying current to the
two pieces allowed a loco to run happily up and down
the 'rails' formed by the edges of the aluminium.

...and then there were eight. This time sitting on the
fiddle yard baseboard, proving I've not made them too
long!

The cassettes rest on pads of 4 mm thick copper
clad paxolin sheet and rails lead away to the
baseboard edge. I've installed these pads at both
ends of the fiddle yard board. Why both ends?
Because I want to be able to connect the FY into
either end of a modular set up (not necessarily my
own boards). The copper clad has been gapped
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even if it doesn't look like it in the photo! You can see the rails running away to the baseboard
where it is carefully aligned with the next board.
Finally, here we are with a cassette in place. By
design you can't slide them in to place, as you need
to lift them a millimetre or so to sit on the copper clad
pads where the aluminium makes electrical contact.
This also means you have to place them between
the rail ends, placing then down (gently!). I hope the
rail ends won't be so liable to damage from
cassettes being pushed in to place.
Wiring up the fiddle yard module was very simple
with positives and negatives to the copper pads at
both ends of the baseboard. A simple switch gives
me the ability to isolate the board if necessary.
There are the usual four wires with banana plugs
to allow interoperation with other modules. The
conductivity between the copper pads and the
cassettes was fine and locos ran on and off happily
during trails with a friend's module.
There we have it, simple and straightforward cassettes using a simple method of transferring
power to them when needed. The design can obviously be used for N gauge and, with
adaptions to the dimensions, for 00/EM/P4 and 0-16.5.

ALLCHANGE AT MEADSTEAD – Ian George
My favourite place on the Midhants railway is a seat by the signal box at the London end of
Medstead station.
There are a number of
reasons for this. Since
moving into the village
the station has been a
stop-off point in my daily
walk
around
the
bridleways accompanied
by a succession of
canine companions, the
seat providing a perfect
place to take a breather,
share a cuppa with the
station staff, and to watch
the trains and the world
go by.

Photo 1
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Also, since joining the Midhants Building
Department I’ve enjoyed many hours working
on the restoration and up-keep of the
Medstead signal box. The most recent of
these jobs required my particular skill set
(demolition) when we had to rip out the lifeexpired staircase leading up to the box and
to construct a replacement.

Photo 2

This job was very time sensitive, for obvious
reasons, the new staircase needing to be
completed before the box was required to be back
in use.
This end of the station also contains a wealth of
detail, often over looked by the casual observer, but
of interest to the enthusiast (and modeller).
In photo 2 a white pyramid-shaped concrete block
can be seen in the ballast just beyond the footPhoto 3
crossing. On the Midhants these blocks are referred
to as “Erics” after the volunteer who originally planted them. They are normally planted into
the ballast, usually alongside curves or point-work, with just their top showing. Their function
is as a datum point allowing the distance from the datum point to the track to be monitored
to check that the track isn’t being moved sideways out of alignment by the movement of the
trains. On the Midhants, some “Erics” are also planted higher in the ballast where they are
clearly visible, as in the photo. In this role, they are planted to act as fouling point markers
e.g. at the ends of a loop or a siding. These indicate the limit within which engines or coaches
can be parked safely without interfering with a train using the adjacent track.
Photo 2 also shows an example of trackwork leading into the point which most modellers
would be embarrassed to have on their layout, resulting in a 10 MPH restriction through the
point-work. This is a legacy from when the line was originally re-laid by the early Midhants
volunteers who had to use whatever bits of track were to hand. As well as not looking good
the point is also too close to the platform end to comply with modern regulations and there
is an intention to instal a new point further away from the platform. This in turn has
implications for the signalling as the splendid bracket signal protecting the point for trains
coming from Alton will be in the wrong position. In anticipation of this a replacement signal
has already been installed several hundred yards further towards Alton. Away from public
view and deep in the cutting the new signal is a colour light with a “feather” to indicate the
route set through the point. The splendid existing bracket signal will be taken down, which
is a shame as it will detract from the view. However, the bracket signal won’t go to waste as
it will be dismantled into a kit of parts for re-use elsewhere on the railway.
Photo 1 also shows some interesting signalling features; note the lower arm on the signal
post. The “S” signifies that this was a “shunt ahead” signal, the purpose of which was to give
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the engine driver permission to proceed past the upper arm stop signal for a limited distance
in order to carry out a shunting move. At Medstead this was used when a train had
terminated in the “up” platform and the engine needed to move forward through the point
then reverse and run -around its train using the “down” platform track. The limit to which the
driver was allowed to pull forward was marked by a white “limit of shunt” sign an example of
which can be seen in the photo on the white post at the end of the “down” platform. This
particular sign marked the “limit of shunt” for a driver using the “down” platform road to shunt
Medstead siding.
The “shunt ahead” arm and the “limit of shunt” signs were removed as part of the major
project taking several years to re-signal Medstead for 2 way running through either platform,
renovate the signal box lever frame and locking which is worn out, install electric point motors
(much appreciated by our elderly
signalmen) and do much -needed
repairs to the fabric of the box itself.
Photo 4 shows the newly re-styled
signal at the end of the “up” platform,
the banking dug away at the London
end of the “down platform” and a new
signal there installed as part of this
project. The new signal is to allow “up“
trains to be signalled to depart from the
“down”
platform.
It
has been
constructed at our Medstead workshop
Photo 4
in a typical LSWR rail-post style and
fitted out with original cast-iron warning signs to match the ones opposite. Note the “10mph”
sign and in the distance the “Eric” and the splendid bracket signal, referred to earlier.

Finally, as well as somewhere to
appreciate the details of railway
signalling and artefacts, most of
all the end of the “up” platform is
an excellent place away from the
crowds to watch and photograph
trains.
Next time you are at Medstead
station take a walk to the seat at
the end of the platform and enjoy
the view. You might find me there.
Photo 5
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NEW LAYOUT PART 3 – James Edwards
Jim continues to progress with his new layout, Below, he describes recent work on the river
bed and road that is featured on Board 1:

With the river bed paint dried, the first layer of Woodland
Scenic realistic water was poured in and covered to stop
dust.

The level crossing
road bed was made
from Peco wood grain
sleepers and fitted in
place. The track was then painted and allowed to
dry. Ballast was fitted and fixed with Deluxe Materials
ballast bond.

Once the river was dried, the rowing boat and fishing man
were fitted before the second layer of realistic water was
poured in.

The road needed to be built up to the level crossing. I did
this by fitting polystyrene and covering the surface with
Woodland Scenic to smooth it. When dried it was painted
light grey to seal.
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE SECRETARY
From Andrew Wrobel: A TV News item, about the vast number of
large turkeys that nobody will want/need because of large
gatherings not likely to happen, sparked a topic of Zoom discussion
with friends and the sharing of this ditty. The attribution of
authorship is “DS”, so many thanks.

Twelve Days of Christmas Turkey
Finale – A Duet
On the first day of Christmas, my true love said to me;
We were right to buy fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.
On the second day of Christmas, much laughter could be heard;
As we tucked into that turkey - a most delicious bird.
On the third day of Christmas, we had guests in from next door;
The turkey tasted just as good as it did the days before.
On the fourth day of Christmas, with the in-laws, as of old;
We finished off the Christmas pud – and served the turkey cold.
On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes flurried;
But we were nice and warm inside, and ate the turkey curried.
On the sixth day of Christmas, the festive spirit died;
The children fought and bickered and we ate the turkey fried.
On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love he did wince;
As he sat down at the table and was offered turkey mince.
On the eighth day of Christmas, our cat had run for shelter;
When I served turkey pancakes, with a glass of Alka Seltzer.
On the ninth day of Christmas, by lunchtime Dad was blotto;
The only way, he reckoned, he could take the turkey risotto.
On the tenth day of Christmas, the only drink was homebrew;
Not strong enough to help digest, those plates of turkey stew.
On the eleventh day of Christmas, the Xmas tree was moulting;
The sweet mince pies were hard and dry, the turkey was revolting.
On the twelfth day of Christmas, we both licked our lips;
The guests were gone, the turkey too, and we dined on fish & chips.
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F&DMRC DIARY
Recent changes in yellow. Running starts at 14:00 in WCC (Wrecclesham Community Centre) Hall.
Heading ‘Run’g’ = Priority use of Hall from 2pm; ALSO Tidy/vacuum Club Room AND Lock up

DIARY 2020 – ALL may change if vaccine available
Date

Run’g

Event / Layout at Exhibition/Show

Wednesdays: Clubroom available from ~09:00 [use rear entrance]; Hall from 14:00.
NOTE: Due to Gov’t Lockdown, the Club’s Programme is again SUSPENDED
from Thu-05-Nov-2020 to & incl. Wed-16-Dec.
Wed 16 Dec
OO
Suspended
Sun 20 Dec

--

At 15:00hrs - Club Zoom Meeting

Wed 23 Dec

009

Last Club Day of the year

DIARY 2021 – ALL are subject to change / cancellation
Date

Run’g

Event / Layout at Exhibition/Show

Wed 06 Jan

O

1st Club Day of the New Year

Wed 13 Jan

N

Wed 20 Jan

OO

Wed 27 Jan

009

More to add

The following are known about events / Shows

Mon 03 May

--

Early May Bank Holiday – usually a Group Open Day

Mon 31 May

--

Spring Bank Holiday – usually a Group Open Day

Sat 12 OR Sun
13 Jun
Sat 26 & Sun
27 Jun
Sat 09 & Sun
10 Oct
Wed 15 Dec

--

Farnham OO9 Show (other Clubs invited): WCC

--

Wickwar (N): Perth Show

ALL

F&DMRC Annual Club Show, Aldershot [Most of the layouts that were invited for 2020
will be attending.]
Dinner (optional) 18:30 for 19:00 @ The Mill House, Odiham

Wed 22 Dec

Last Club Day of the year

DIARY 2022 – ALL are subject to change / cancellation
Date

Run’g

Event / Layout at Exhibition/Show

Sat 05 & Sun
06 Feb
??

--

Wickwar (N): Alton
Brixcombe at a Show
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