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EDITORIAL – Jon Faulconer
Spring is here and the lockdown measures are beginning to ease. Children are back at
school and it is good to hear the playground noises as they meet with their friends and play
together. I also perceive Mums drive somewhat faster to get them out of the house and off
to school. Soon we can meet outdoors in groups of 6; the N Gauge group already have one
planned for the end of the month. Of course, we are looking forward to the Club reopening
in the Wrecclesham Community Centre and it is great to see the Clubroom refurbishment
that Wilf has project managed along with his team of volunteers – it really is impressive and
well worth the effort.
Of course, the hard part of redecoration is choosing the colour scheme. Gerry reminded that
In the search for a ‘new’ colour for the walls of the club room, we should be aware that there
are about 50 Shades of White available that consist primarily of white with a very small dash
of Crimson Lake, Maroon, Chocolate, Cream, Malachite, Monastral Blue, and Yellow. Best
of luck choosing one. Notwithstanding this advice, in true military fashion we realised that
we could have any colour we wanted as long as it was Magnolia.
A reminder for the Club Exhibition scheduled for the weekend of 9-10 October 2021. The
Club layouts on show will be Haydon Square, Hazelbury Junction and the OO9 Modules;
likewise, the Charity layout needs some scenic work which a number of Members have made
buildings over the lockdown. Additionally, Mike has been in touch with Traders and Noel has
contacted is pulling together the layout contributors. Noel has created a web page with all
the layouts that have accepted:
https://farnhammrc.org.uk/?page_id=102
Finally, please keep your articles, links and picture flowing. I’m amazed that together we
have been able to sustain a fortnightly Whistleblower for the year now since the first
lockdown. I have the easy job of pulling WB together; yours is the important part, namely
providing the source materiel – thank you. The next issue will be issued on 21 March. Please
let me have your articles by Saturday 20 March.

CLUBROOM REFURBISHMENT PART 2 – Andrew Wrobel
Well it’s a fortnight since the last WB. I am writing this on Fri-19-Mar whilst grand-daughter
‘Grace’ is having her afternoon snooze; meanwhile, Gill is in the greenhouse - not counting
out money, but potting-on seedlings.
This has been a really muddled week, I had expected to be at the Club Tue & Thu but endedup doing some other days (a blur); meanwhile our ‘Refurb’t Project Manager’ [Wilf] has been
1

pushing-on day-after-day – getting help from, sadly, a small band of helpers who gave dates
of availability. I shall leave our Chair to issue named appreciations, himself included, in a
future WB article.
The Clubroom now:

These are the jobs undertaken and two yet to be done:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Ceiling: Double-painted Matt Brilliant White emulsion - this after filling several holes
and repair [Wilf’s son] to a large section in one corner that was falling down.
Walls: Double-painted in Magnolia emulsion.
Cupboards, Skirtings and Staircase Balustrade: Undercoated and then Brilliant
White gloss.
Handrail to Basement: Dark varnish.
Floor: Replaced by 50x50cms Axminster carpet tiles (darkish blue with black smears)
– it was sort of fun, except that Wilf and I ended-up with tacky latex glue on our hands
and the roller was beyond cleaning. Sadly, an 8th box is needed to finish-off (and
provide spares in event of an accident);
UPVC Window & frames: Cleaned and some missing sealant around glass replaced.
Curtains: Removed and ditched [very orange and a donation from Aldershot Hospital
after our Club’s stay there]. These have been replaced by blackout & solar Roller
Blinds (a very fetching pale blue) - this also improves light streaming into the room.
Cupboard door handles: All new (metal).
Ceiling Lights (4no.): Fluorescents replaced, by a qualified Electrician, with 5ft LED
(cool-white) battens – masses of lumens, immediate and no expensive start-up costs,
and cheaper to run. How we managed to leave the ‘Live’ wire without any insulation
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•

•
•
•

tape is a mystery!! Taping over the switch was irrelevant because that fed from the
ceiling!!!!!.
Wood-plank Bookcase: This was removed to enable the walls to be painted and the
permanent bookcase glossed. So, when the books were put-back it was surprising to
see how much *rap there was – duplicate older editions, out-of-date Screwfix & other
catalogues – so there’s a job to decide what to do with them. I would be excellent for
someone not involved recently to catalogue all the books – some are surprisingly
interesting.
Staircase to Basement: Walls emulsioned. However, this is a dark area at the
bottom, so potentially unsafe. The Electrician will install a new light with a built-in
battery in event of a power failure.
Basement's Fluorescent Lights: Will imminently be replaced by 5ft LED battens again installed by qualified Electrician.
Staircase Basement Door & frame: Undercoated and then Brilliant White Gloss, so
please treat it with loving care – like all the refurbished areas.

After Jon painted the Basement Door, he noticed that in amongst the books were some
photos, I’m sure many of you knew about them – I didn’t – like many things at the Club that
are unknown to newcomers, all caused by our lack of storage space. This is what he found,
pictures of how our predecessors (a youth club) gave the room a unique and joyful colour
scheme [am I being serious?]:

This explained a lot about why we still have some lumpy [a new and widely used Government
term] window-ledges, walls, etc. And, despite our Club painting the room years ago, some
of these colours (blue, green & orange) came leaching through our primer/undercoat. [whata-mistake-to-make: I bought water-based to make it easy to clean-out the brushes. When it
came to the gloss, I had replaced it with oil-based trade paint.] To sort-out the colours, Jon
spent a few hours with white Zinsser blocker paint.
So, where are we now – still in Lockdown. But if you recall the WCC have only given us until
before 5th April to clear & clean the Hall. So again, we are seeking volunteers to
participate in the coming week, Mon-22, to move the tables and chairs – and consider under
Wilf’s direction how to best achieve some improved occupancy. One possibility was
replacement 3 & 4ft tables, rather than sharing of existing 5’3”. Please e-mail dates of when
you could assist at say 09:30 and/or 13:30 to:
Secretary@farnhammrc.org.uk or AndrewWrobel@icloud.com .
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To partially resolve the storage space, we could do with 1 or 2 spare wall cupboard(s)
[with doors], these could be fixed to the Basement wall where the scrap wood was stored,
and the short Test Track and Transformer placed on-top – it is not going back on the windowledge!! Please e-mail Secretary with dimensions.
Finally, what a miserable, non-existent, response to the last WB plea re. Plastic milkbottle-tops. There are hundreds of them. These used to be collected for charity re-cycling.
We need to find a new charity collector (not necessarily a Club member), please e-mail
Secretary.

RELLY MILL JUNCTION – Mike Le Marie
Those of you who have known me for a while may recall one of my early items for
Whistleblower was a series entitled ‘My life and Railways’. In that I stated that my early
years from age 5 to 13 were spent living on the outskirts of Durham City. Many years later
I returned to the North East first at Alston in the North Pennines and then at Hexham. Whilst
living at Hexham I became an active member of the Northumberland group of the N Gauge
Society and I retained contact with them when we moved to Aldershot. As a result of Covid
their monthly meetings have been held via Zoom which has allowed me to take part.
One of the features each month is for a member or indeed members to give a presentation
on an agreed subject, eg my favourite viaduct or my favourite narrow gauge railway. This
month the topic is my favourite junction and I thought I would share it with my fellow club
members.
I shall start with a bit of history. The North East and in particular Co Durham was the
birthplace of the railways. The need for the railways was driven not by passengers but by
the requirement to move coal in huge quantities. On many of the lines in Co Durham
passenger services were added several years after the lines opening and were very much
an afterthought. The East Coast mainline as we know it today was not built as one railway
but was built piecemeal by many different companies and in some places the route has
changed as lines and requirements evolved.
The original route of the railway from Darlington to Newcastle bypassed Durham. The
station that we all know today up on its hillside was opened in 1857 and was on the railway
which was built from Bishop Auckland to the original Darlington to Newcastle line at
Leamside. Several major viaducts were
built along the line, the most famous
being the Durham City viaduct which
passes high over the city and affords
magnificent views of the castle and the
cathedral. Whilst doing my research I
came across an amazing photograph of
the viaduct under construction and this
photograph must have been taken circa
1856 which makes it some 165 years old.
Note in particular the vast timbers
supporting the arches under construction.
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As stated earlier, coal drove the development of the railways in the North east and to south
of Durham a branch line was built to serve 7 coalmines all in the Derwent valley hence the
line being referred to as the Derwent Valley Branch. This junction was the first of several to
be built at this location and was opened in 1858. This junction was rapidly followed in 1862
by another line this time following the valley of the River Brownie and again serving collieries
and a coke works. It also connected into the lines serving the Consett iron works. This route
is referred to as the Lanchester Valley Line.
Finally, a new railway was built from near Ferryhill on the original Darlington to Newcastle
line and passed through this rapidly developing complex of junctions and went on to provide
a direct route from Durham to Newcastle. Opened in 1872 it forms the East Coast mainline
as we know it today.
This illustration is a map of the complex of junctions and how they interface with each other.
The East Coast mainline
runs through Bridge House
Junction and curves round
to Relly Mill Junction and
the line going up from
Baxter Wood No:1 is the
Lanchester Valley line. You
will note that the whole
complex consists of 5
junctions each with their
own signal box. Not shown
is the road bridge which
crosses the complex where
the line from Bridge House
Junction to Baxter Wood
No:2 passes under the
other lines. Although the
whole complex was often
referred to as Relly Mill
each junction had its own
name.

This picture shows the layout of the Derwent
Valley Junction. The coal train hauled by a
Raven Q6 is coming off the Derwent Valley
branch. Note also, the goods train towards
the top left of the picture. This has probably
come from Consett and is awaiting access to
the east Coast mainline.
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Here, a freight train coming south
off the East Coast mainline and
heading towards Bishop Auckland.
Relly Mill Junction and signal box
can just be made out behind the
plume of steam. The picture below
shows a train originating from the
Consett line and descending to
Bridge House Junction. Note the
diesel brake tender.

So there we have it. For a
schoolboy in the 1950s this place
was heaven and you were almost
always able to ‘cop’ a loco or 2 to
underline in your Ian Allen Train
Spotters book. There was a huge
variety of locomotives ranging
from the ex LNER Pacifics
through all the mixed traffic locos
to freight locos mostly ex LNER
but also BR standards, mainly ex
WD’s and 9Fs but occasional
forays by some of the standard classes.
Sadly, by the late 1960s all this had been swept away as a result of mass colliery closures
and the demise of the Consett Iron Works. The East Coast mainline has been re-aligned in
order to ease the curvature and allow higher speeds. My final picture shows the scene
today, mostly hidden by a plantation of trees. The old Relly Mill Junction lies behind the
middle of the train.
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LAYOUT UPDATE Part 6 – Jim Edwards
Jim has forwarded some more pictures of the progress he has made with his new layout. It is coming
together really well.

I finished the yard crane and weigh bridge kits which have been fitted into place. The water
tank kit was made next and now in place, along with the loading gauge. The yard crane and
loading gauge are Peco, the water tower is a Highland casting and the weigh bridge is a Sky
Trek kit. Additionally, more hills have been started and tree bases fixed into place.
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SECRETARY’S ANNOUNCEMENT
A text is circulating that "The European Medicines Agency has been looking at the link
between clots & jabs and has discovered that the EU has got all the clots and the UK has
all the jabs."

AND FINALLY – Michael Brown.
Virologists have identified a new Nile virus - type C. It appears to target those who were
born between 1940 & 1970.
Symptoms:
1. Causes you to send the same message twice.
2. Causes you to send a blank message.
3. Causes you to send a message to the wrong person.
4. Causes you to send it back to the person who sent it to you.
5. Causes you to forget to attach the attachment.
6. Causes you to hit SEND before you've finished.
7. Causes you to hit DELETE instead of SEND.
8. Causes you to SEND when you should DELETE.
It is called the *C - NILE* virus. And if you can’t admit to doing the above, you’ve obviously
caught the mutated strain — The *D-NILE* virus.
No doubt the virus will have a similar effect on layout operators especially those
operating modern DCC systems, but insufficient data has been collected to identify
all the symptoms.
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F&DMRC DIARY
Recent changes. Running starts at 14:00 in Wrecclesham Community Centre Hall.
‘Run’g’ = Priority use of Hall; ALSO Tidy/vacuum Club Room AND Lock up

Due to Gov’t Lockdown, the Club’s Programme is currently SUSPENDED
Runn’g Sequence: O, N, P4/009 and OO
DIARY 2021 – ALL are subject to change / cancellation
Date

Run’g

Event / Layout at Exhibition/Show

Wednesdays: Clubroom available from ~09:00 [use rear entrance]; Hall from 14:00.
Wed 31 Mar

1st ‘N’ of 2021 BBQ and for 2nd group Afternoon Tea [Rule-of-6’ applies]

Sun 04 Apr

Easter Sunday – Go/No-Go decision on OO9 Show

More to add

The following are known about events / Shows – all subject to change

Mon 03 May

Early May Bank Holiday – Open Day No inside events allowed

Mon 31 May

Spring Bank Holiday – usually a Group Open Day – TBA

Wed-02-Jun
Wed-09-Jun

14 Aug

Haydon Square (O): Beaconsfield MRC Show, Beaconsfield School, Wattleton
Road, HP9 1SJ
Evening preparation for Farnham OO9 Show

15 Aug

Farnham OO9 Show (OO9 Society & others invited): WCC Hall

Sat 11 & Sun
12 Sep

03-Jul

Wed 06 Oct

ALL

REC (Railway Enthusiasts Club), Woking CANCELLED
TINGS (The International N Gauge Show, Warwickshire Event Centre, CV31
1XN [As at 26-Feb: Advance tickets not yet available]
Briefing for Show 18:30 in Clubroom/Hall

Fri 08 Oct

ALL

Set-up Show – from late afternoon

Sat 09 & Sun
10 Oct
Nov

ALL

F&DMRC Annual Club Show, Aldershot [Most of the layouts that were invited
for 2020 will be attending.]
Model Railway Show: Warley

Wed 15 Dec

19:15 for 19:30 start - AGM (details to follow) [within 2 months of Club’s yearend; voting only for paid-up ‘Full’ members].
Dinner (optional) 18:30 for 19:00 @ The Mill House, Odiham

Wed 22 Dec

Last Club Day of the year

Wed 08 Dec

DIARY 2022 – ALL are subject to change / cancellation
Date

Run’g

Event / Layout at Exhibition/Show

Sat 05 & Sun
06 Feb
??

--

Wickwar (N): Alton

Sat 25 & Sun
26 Jun
Sat 10 & Sun
11 Sep

--

Wickwar (N): Perth Show

--

REC (Railway Enthusiasts Club), Woking Leisure Centre

Brixcombe at a Show
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FDMRC – MEMBERS’ SALES
FOR SALE
SET OF PECO TWISTLOCK SOLENOIDS & MATCHING SWITCHES - NEW
TO BE SOLD IN ONE LOT, not willing to divide up.
The set comprises:
• 4 off PL1001 Twistlock turnout motors [cost £19 each, new)
• 6 off PL26 passing contact lever switches (2 yellow, 2 white ,1 red ,1 black) [cost
£7.35 each, new)
• 1 off PL27 6 way frame for switches. [cost £5 new]
Original price was thus £125.10. OFFER PRICE £80. Includes the donation to FMRC
All boxed, new and unused (but I did remove one solenoid then repack). All purchased
from Kernow last year. Full details on PECO web site. Reason for sale: decided to move
over to servo control.
Buyer collects or pays carriage or save for when we are next able to access the clubroom.
Contact John Myall 07710 454052 (Mayford).

10

